
2003 Annual Report
The Judiciary’s 2003 Annual Report 
has just been released, and 
is available at: http://www.isc.
idaho.gov/annual03.pdf.  

The 2003 Annual Report includes, among other information, a
message from Chief Justice Trout, highlights for the year including
information on the continuing tight budgets and the fiscal restraint of
the last year, Idaho’s leadership on technology issues, a report on
Judge Dennard’s leadership of the Court Assistance Office effort, and
the fact that Idaho’s Top Judicial Awards went to Bannock County
Judges last year. 

The 2003 Annual Report appendix has been posted on the website at
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/03apendx.htm and includes reports on
county by county caseloads, collections and other key data.

Benchguide and Clerks 

Manual CD Updated
An updated version of the Benchguide and Clerks Manual CD was
recently sent to each county. The new version contains updates to a
number of sections, as well as new material to assist both judges and
court clerks.  New sections for the judges’ benchguide include: Death
Penalty Jury Instructions, Juvenile Justice Overview, Information on
Responding to Judicial Criticism and the Idaho Department of
Correction Program Handbook.

New sections for the Clerks Manual include procedures for Petition for
Sterilization, Definitions of Court Acronyms and revised Felony and
Small Lawsuit Resolution procedures.  One CD was sent for counties
sharing the CD on their server.  Each individual user will receive a CD
in those counties that do not have a server in place. In addition, CDs
were included for traveling judges, drug court coordinators and court
assistance officers in each county.

Please contact Judge Lowell Castleton at 208-371-9370 
or lcastleton@adaweb.net, if you have any questions about 
the Judge’s Benchguide.  Please contact Sharon Burke at 
208-947-7409 or sburke@idcourts.net, if you have any 
questions about the Clerks Manual.  

Legislature says SINE DIE
The Idaho Legislature adjourned on Saturday, March 20, 2004, 
a session that lasted slightly longer than legislative leaders had
predicted.  It was a largely status quo session for most of state 
government, the Idaho Courts included.

The Legislature approved no new enhancements in budgets for the
courts, but did authorize a 2% increase in salaries for judges and
other court employees.

The Legislature appropriated $270,000 from the Millennium Fund 
to the Idaho Supreme Court for its youth courts and status offender
services programs as they relate to addressing tobacco and/or
substance abuse issues.

There was no change in status of the Court’s access to dedicated
funds, approved last year, to fund Drug Courts and Family Court
Services and enhancements in technology for the courts.

“It was another very fiscally conservative year,” said Chief Justice
Linda Copple Trout, “but considering the constraints the Legislature
was operating under, we can be pleased with a status quo effort,
which allows Idaho to keep in place fundamental court services that
provide real service to the citizens of Idaho.”

New Website Addresses for Idaho

Supreme Court and Law Library
The website URL addresses for these websites have changed to
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/ and http://www.isll.idaho.gov/, 
respectively.  It is recommended that you "re-bookmark" these 
new addresses as it will give you a faster response time.  If you 
have the old addresses bookmarked, the addresses at
www2.state.id.us/judicial (Law Library) will always be valid as 
they are being redirected to these new addresses.  The benefit you 
will see by using the new URL is a much faster response/refresh 
time.  The web content itself remains the same at this time.  
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Fifth District Applicants Named 
Three candidates are in the running to replace Fifth District
Judge James May when he retires this year.  The candidates
are:

• Robert J. Elgee - Magistrate Judge of the Fifth Judicial District, Hailey
• Richard D. Greenwood - Lawyer in private practice, Twin Falls
• Thomas D. Kershaw, Jr. - Lawyer in private practice, Twin Falls

Interviews were held in Hailey at the Blaine County
Courthouse on March 31, 2004.

Long-serving Magistrate Judges to Retire 
Two of Idaho’s longest serving Magistrate Judges, Patricia
Young and Don Swanstrom, have announced their retire-
ments.  The two judges have a combined 55 years of service
to the Idaho Judicial system.

Both Judge Young and Judge Swanstrom say they have
tremendously enjoyed their service on the Magistrate Judge’s
bench, but that it is time to move on to other pursuits.

Judge Young said she is “Having some trouble with that
word, retirement,” saying that she plans a one year 
sabbatical to travel and “decide what to do next.”

Judge Swanstrom says he is looking forward to “being a full-
time grandparent” to twins recently born to his daughter who
resides in western Montana.  He said he would also consider
senior judge service, as appropriate.

“I have spent the majority of my life in this line of work and
it’s just time to move on,” Swanstrom said.  He came on the
bench two years out of law school in the wake of court
reform efforts in the 1970’s.  Judge Swanstrom has been a
judge since age 27.  “Professionally it is all that I have ever
known,” he said.

Judge Young said she would particularly miss many
wonderful people she has worked closely with on various
community justice, mediation and small claims initiatives.  
The Judge has received national recognition for her work on
innovative approaches to community justice.

“I do love my job.  It just feels like its time to move on,” she
said.  “It has been a great career and I didn’t anticipate it as 
a career.  I certainly didn’t see myself staying for 22 years.
It never got boring, but just kept growing in its dimensions
and challenges.”

Judge Swanstrom observed that caseloads have steadily
increased during his 33-plus years on the bench, and that
“case loads are more complex because our society has
become more complex.”  He said it has become increasingly
challenging for judges and the courts to deal with complex
drug and domestic violence cases involving children.

For many years, Judge Young was half of a husband-wife
judicial team in Idaho.  Her husband, former Supreme Court
Justice Byron Johnson, retired in 1998.

“I haven’t really envied him (his retirement), but we want to
do some traveling and I need to give myself that opportunity,”
Judge Young said.
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A round-up of judicial personnel making news across Idaho
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Idaho Institute for 
Court Management
The Idaho Institute for Court Management will
be held April 27-30, 2004 at the Doubletree
Riverside in Boise.

The Clerks Manual and Training Committee 
has an excellent program planned beginning
with two pre-conference workshops:
Supervisory/Management Training and 
New Clerk Orientation scheduled for 
Tuesday, April 27.   

The Institute will begin for all deputy clerks 
on Wednesday, April 28 and offer courses 
on criminal, civil and juvenile procedures, 
as well as training on team building, fairness 
and equality.  All elected clerks and judges 
are requested to encourage as many clerks 
as possible to attend.  

For more information please contact 
Sharon Burke 208-947-7409 or
sburke@idcourts.net. 

Court Reporters Training Seminar Planned for 2005
Due to the overwhelmingly positive response to this year’s Court
Reporters Training Seminar, we are pleased to announce that the
Supreme Court will be sponsoring a two-day seminar for Court
Reporters next year tentatively set for January 20-21, 2005.  

All official court reporters are invited to attend. Suggestions or
topics of concern for next year’s program content or faculty are
welcome and may be sent via email to: lcastleton@isc.state.id.us.
Additional information on the program, travel and accommodations
will be provided in the coming months.  

We particularly urge all District Judges to reserve these dates on their
calendars so there is no conflict next year for their Court Reporters.
This is the last two days of the District Judges Seminar so it should not
be a problem.

Idaho Courts Awarded SANCA MIS Grant
Idaho has been selected as a pilot site for a national demonstration 
of the Strengthening Abuse and Neglect Courts in America:
Management Information System.  The six selected sites include the
New Jersey Judiciary; the Supreme Court of Florida; the Colorado

Judicial Department; the Supreme Court of Virginia; the Supreme
Court of Georgia; and the Idaho Supreme Court.  

In addition to the six pilot sites, the Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) has identified national training 
and technical assistance partners for SANCA.  These partners 
are working in collaboration with each other and our national 
demonstration project.  

The American Bar Association (ABA) leads the team along with repre-
sentatives from the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court
Judges (NCJFCJ) and the National Center for State Courts (NCSC).
These entities will work closely with Idaho participants and OJJDP over 
the next two years.  The team’s experience with national performance
measures and functional standards combined with substantial
expertise in court MIS and training and technical assistance will be
invaluable to Idaho officials.  

This effort in Idaho should enable the state to strengthen its courts,
while building and sharing the state’s knowledge capacity for court
MIS with other courts throughout the country who are struggling to
develop the capacity to collect data and improve their court processes
and outcomes.

JUDICIAL EDUCATION

Idaho Fiscal Facts Available online
A publication compiled by the Budget and Policy Analysis office of
Idaho’s Legislative Services, entitled “Idaho Fiscal Facts – A Legislator’s
Handbook of Facts, Figures and Trends” is online at:
http://www.jfac.state.id.us/Publications/PDFs/FiscalFacts/FY2004/
FFFrame.htm

� Idaho Supreme Court: http://www.isc.idaho.gov
� Idaho State Law Library: http://www.isll.idaho.gov
� Idaho State Bar: http://www2.state.id.us/isb
� Court Assistance Offices: http://www2.state.id.us/cao
� Idaho Law Foundation 2001 – 2002 Annual Report Online:

http://www2.state.id.us/isb/gen/ilf_info.htm#AnnRpt
� National Center for State Courts:

http://www.ncsconline.org

Important

Websites

http://www.jfac.state.id.us/Publications/PDFs/FiscalFacts/FY2004/FFFrame.htm
http://www.isc.idaho.gov
http://www.isll.idaho.gov
http://www2.state.id.us/isb
http://www2.state.id.us/cao
http://www2.state.id.us/isb/gen/ilf_info.htm#AnnRpt
http://www.ncsconline.org


4

JUDGES RESIDENCE CITY DECEASED
Jerry Lynn Harris Lewiston January 14, 2003*
Hamer H. Budge Scottsdale, AZ July 22, 2003
Dell Walker Smith Preston December 31, 2003

ATTORNEYS RESIDENCE CITY DECEASED
Ronald L. Kull Boise January 12, 2003**
Kirk R. Helvie Boise February 16, 2003
Robert Wellington Stephan Twin Falls February 20, 2003
Jeffrey A. Jones Sandpoint March 16, 2003
John Jones Peacock Kellogg March 20, 2003
Robert “Bob” W. Galley Twin Falls March 24, 2003
Henry William “Bill” Manning Rupert April 25, 2003
Claude Marcus Boise May 19, 2003
Frank T. Elam Boise May 22, 2003
Stephen C. Batt New Plymouth June 5, 2003
Howard Ernest Adkins Twin Falls June 18, 2003
Jack Galen Voshell Idaho Falls July 11, 2003
Joseph Max Coughlan Boise July 16, 2003
Robert Clyde Wright Stockton, CA July 26, 2003
Robert Erickson Boise August 18, 2003
David Trachtenberg Seattle, WA September 2, 2003
Ira Theodore Burton Weiser October 12, 2003
Warren Jeffries Felton New Plymouth November 13, 2003
Peter B. Wilson Bonners Ferry November 15, 2003
Philip E. Peterson Lewiston December 29, 2003

* Served as a lay magistrate, not admitted as a member of the Bar.
** Served as Executive Director of the Idaho State Bar, not admitted as a member of the Bar. 

Memorial Ceremony 
The Idaho Supreme Court held its annual Memorial Ceremony recently in the courtroom of the
Idaho Supreme Court.  Those members of the Idaho State Bar who passed away during 2003,
and others with particular connections to the Idaho Bar, were remembered at this ceremony.  
A resolution was presented in memory of the deceased judges and attorneys.  The Court hosted
friends and family attending the Memorial ceremony at a reception at the Supreme Court
Building immediately following the ceremony.

Those remembered were:



ICADD at Boise State University
The Third Annual Drug Court Institute and Idaho Conference on Alcohol
and Drug Dependency (ICADD) will be held at Boise State University May
17-18, 2004.  The Drug Court Coordinating Committee is also scheduled
to meet on May 17 at the same location. 
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County/Courts Shared Employee Committee 
An opportunity to update county officials on the work of this
committee is planned during the Idaho Association of Counties (IAC)
Spring Tour. 

Judges in each district, as well as other interested parties, will be
invited to attend these regional meetings.  Dan Chadwick and 
Patti Tobias will provide an update on the progress of the Shared
Employee Committee work at the meetings and judges in each 
respective district will be invited to join the group for lunch.    

IAC Spring Tour schedule:

• Districts 1 and 2 – April 7, 2004
• Districts 3 and 4 – April 15, 2004
• District 5 and 6 – April 14, 2004

Juvenile Conference Scheduled
A conference on Juvenile Detention and System Reform, hosted by
Ada County Juvenile Court Services, is scheduled for June 23–25 
at the Owyhee Plaza Hotel in Boise.  The training will be focused on
strategies for enhancing alternatives to detention as well as the latest
innovations and ideas in juvenile justice programming.  

For more information, please contact Melinda Hadzor at 
208-364-3000 or jvhadzmm@adaweb.net.

Technology/ISTARS

NCSC Announces Dates/Location
The National Court Technology Conference’s CTC9 is scheduled to be held September 13-15, 2005 
in Seattle, Washington.
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http://www.isc.idaho.gov/rulesamd.htm

� IN RE: Criminal Jury Instructions
March 15, 2004, effective immediately
Some instructions were determined to constitute error or to be 
incorrect due to statutory changes.

� Amendment of I.R.E. 1005
March 15, 2004, effective July 1, 2004
Relating to public records:  (a) proof of public records and 
(b) use of official transcripts of district court proceedings.

� Amendments to the Idaho Rules 
of Professional Conduct
March 15, 2004, effective July 1, 2004
The Rules of Professional Conduct, as they appear in the 
Deskbook, are withdrawn and replaced with this set of rules.

� Amendments to I.C.A.R. Rule 12, 27 and 32
March 15, 2004, effective July 1, 2004
Rule 12, relating to marriage ceremony fees has been 
repealed. Rule 27, relating to attendance of court reporters 
in district court – electronic recording of proceedings – and
transcripts has been substantially amended. A typographical 
error in Rule 32 has been corrected.

� Amendment of Domestic Violence 
Civil Protection Forms
March 15, 2004, effective July 1, 2004
The Standard Family Law Forms Subcommittee has sub-
stantially reworked certain domestic violence civil protection 
order forms, including (1) the temporary protection order 
and notice of hearing;  (2) protection order (long form);  
(3) protection order (short form);  and (4) sworn petition 
for protection order, effective July 1, 2004.

� In Re: Amendment of I.A.R. Rules 15, 23 and 47
March 1, 2004, effective July 1, 2004
Rule 47 now provides that the Clerk of the Supreme Court can 
serve by electronic mail the certificate of appeal, all Supreme 
Court orders and notices, Supreme Court opinions on appeal 
and remittiturs.

� Court Approves CAO Forms
The Supreme Court recently adopted and approved court 
forms, which may be provided to the public through court 
assistance offices throughout the state.  These forms were 
piloted and developed over the past several years by the 
Supreme Court’s Standard Family Law Forms Subcommittee 
and Access to the Courts Committee.  

The Court also adopted a policy on the development, use and 
approval of future forms to ensure meaningful input is received
before additional forms are adopted and to ensure statewide 
uniformity on their content and use.  If you have any questions

about these materials, please 
contact Judge Michael Dennard,
Court Assistance Office Project
Director, 208-287-7475.  
Go to:  IN RE: APPROVAL
AND USE OF FORMS AND 
INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDED 
AT COURT ASSISTANCE OFFICES

� Order in re: Amendment of Small 
Claims Forms, effective immediately:
http://www2.state.id.us/judicial/scord104.htm
The Court approved changes to the application and affidavit 
for writ of execution and the application and affidavit for writ 
of continuing garnishment.

� Order Amending Local Rules of the Second 
Judicial District, dated 12-16-03:
http://www2.state.id.us/judicial/2distord.htm

New Orders &

Rule Changes

http://www.isc.idaho.gov/rulesamd.htm
http://www2.state.id.us/judicial/scord104.htm
http://www2.state.id.us/judicial/2distord.htm
CAOord04.htm
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“Emergency Management for Courts”
This new national report was developed with
the assistance of five experts from the courts
and outlines seven practices courts should
consider when reviewing their emergency 
management plans. 

A companion course, offered through the Internet, will be held for
judges and court managers to discuss the practices and begin the
process of surveying their emergency needs.  For more information
and to register, visit http://www.ncsconline.org/D_ICM/
icmcourses/icmcourses_w_emcs04.html or call 800-616-6206.

The Best Practices Institute also has several other resources available
on its Web page (http://www.ncsconline.org/Projects_Initiatives/
BPI/index.htm). 
These include practice summaries in the following areas:
• Appellate Courts 
• Caseflow Management Techniques
• Domestic Violence Workplace Policies
• Enforcement of Monetary Sanctions: Statewide Collection Programs
• Expediting Dependency Appeals
• Judicial Management of Self-represented Litigants
• Jury Term of Service
• Management of a Court Interpreter’s Program

Department of Correction
2003 Annual Statistical Report Available online 
http://www.corrections.state.id.us/facts/StatRep03.pdf.

Updated Court Interpreter
Rosters Available on 
Court’s Website
Following is the link to the website for 
the updated court interpreter rosters:
http://www2.state.id.us/judicial/language.htm

Court Approves New 
“Idaho Courts’ Mission Statement”
Upon recommendation of the Administrative Conference, the Court
approved an updated statement of its major goals, as posted on the
Court’s website at: http://www2.state.id.us/judicial/mission.htm

Evaluation Reports Now Available 
on Court’s Website

Pursuant to Idaho Code Sections 19-5602
and 32-1404, the Court published the
executive summaries of two reports,
Evaluating the Effectiveness of Drug Courts 
in Idaho and Evaluating the Effectiveness of
Family Court Services.  These annual reports
document the results of drug courts and
family court services in Idaho.  In the interest

of cost savings, the complete reports are available to you at:
-- Evaluating the Effectiveness of Drug Courts in Idaho 
-- Evaluating the Effectiveness of Coordinated Family 

Services in Idaho 

REPORTS

Odds & Ends

http://www.ncsconline.org/D_ICM/icmcourses/icmcourses_w_emcs04.html
http://www.ncsconline.org/Projects_Initiatives/BPI/index.htm
http://www.corrections.state.id.us/facts/StatRep03.pdf
http://www2.state.id.us/judicial/language.htm
http://www2.state.id.us/judicial/mission.htm
www2.state.id.us/judicial/drugca04.pdf
www2.state.id.us/judicial/family03_2.pdf
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Note: For the most up-to-date Judicial Calendar,
check the Judiciary’s homepage at

http://www.isc.idaho.gov/calendar.htm

JUDICIAL/ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS
is published by the Idaho Supreme Court.

Chief Justice Linda Copple Trout

Justice Gerald F. Schroeder 

Justice Wayne L. Kidwell

Justice Daniel T. Eismann

Justice Roger S. Burdick

We are very interested in your news and information. If you
have or are aware of items that should be featured in a future
edition of Judicial/Administrative News please let us know! 

News items may be submitted for publication to Patricia Tobias:

451 West State St. 
Boise, ID 83702 

Phone: 208-334-2246
FAX: 208-947-7590

E-mail: ptobias@isc.state.id.us

Thanks!

http://www.isc.idaho.gov/calendar.htm
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